
Sujets pour s’entrainer



The diamondback moth (Plutella xylostella), sometimes called the cabbage
moth, is a moth species of the family Plutellidae and genus Plutella. The small,
grayish-brown moth sometimes has a cream-colored band that forms a
diamond along its back. The species may have originated in Europe, South
Africa, or the Mediterranean region, but it has now spread worldwide.

The moth has a short life cycle (14 days at 25 °C), is highly fecund, and is
capable of migrating long distances. Diamondback moths are considered pests
as they feed on the leaves of cruciferous crops and plants that produce
glucosinolates. However, not all of these plants are equally useful as hosts to
the moth. Because of this, studies have suggested using wintercress as a trap
crop around agricultural fields because diamondback moths are highly
attracted to that plant but their larvae fail to survive when eggs are laid on it.

Originally, pesticides were used to kill the moths but diamondbacks have
developed resistance to many of the common chemicals. For this reason, new
biological and chemical controls, as well as different planting methods are
being pursued to reduce the destruction caused by the moths.

Use the example of the diamondback moth to explain how 
human practices can lead to pest resistance.



Antibiotics save lives but any time antibiotics are used, they can 
cause side effects and lead to antibiotic resistance.
Since the 1940s, antibiotics have greatly reduced illness and 
death from infectious diseases. However, as we use the drugs, 
germs develop defense strategies against them. This makes the 
drugs less effective.

Explain what is antibiotic resistance
and why it’s a problem today.

https://www.cdc.gov/antibiotic-use/community/about/should-know.html






Pick a theme, then use your lesson and the Internet to build a quick 

presentation about it.

Themes:

- The links between life and the atmosphere composition over time.

- The formation of the ozone layer and its importance for life

- The natural carbon cycle and the effect of human activities on its balance.

- The link between the different factors which are part of the positive feedback 

increasing the Earth temperature.


